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as early printed and rare books, and lists of literary reviews and 
journals. Such will be welcomed by American teachers in re- 
mote places — like the seats of some of our state universities, for 
example. We wish Professor Wright had gone still further in 
his innovations and had given us absolute ratings of authorities, 
after the manner of Bradsteet. Bert E. Young. 

The People of God: An Inquiry Into Christian Origins. By 
H. F. Hamilton, D.D. In two volumes : I Israel; II The Church. New 
York : Henry Frowde. 1912. 

In these two fascinating volumes we have a critical and histor- 
ical study of the very first importance. Exceedingly liberal and 
entirely modern as is the treatment of his subject by Dr. Hamil- 
ton, the result of his inquiry is nevertheless synthetic and con- 
structive. To attempt any adequate indication of the contents 
and method of this remarkable work would require many pages. 
It must suffice us to give but a hint or two of the treasure 
laid up for the careful reader. In volume one the author first 
analyzes the origin and rise of Greek monotheism out of poly- 
theism, as the result of philosophical inquiry into the phe- 
nomena of nature and their causation. Next he examines into 
the origin of Hebrew monothesim and compares it with the 
Greek. The development of the idea of the one holy All-Ruler 
of Israel from out of the notion of a tribal deity is traced in de- 
tail, with strong emphasis on the spiritual experiences of the 
prophets as the most potent factor in the progress towards 
"mono-Yahwism." The positive value of the Jewish religion 
and relation thereto of the Messianic hope is then considered, 
and volume one concludes with a firm expression of opinion 
that our Lord Jesus Christ accepted the religion of His people 
as of divine sanction and authority, and at the same time 
claimed the authority to replace the old by a new covenant, of a 
higher and wider character, for an enlarged and expanded 
'People of God.' 

In volume two, Dr. Hamilton treats of the Foundation of the 
Church, the Development of the Ministry, and the Unity of the 
Church. Under these three general heads he discusses the 
relation of the Apostles to the religion of their own people, the 
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Jews ; the Church as the New Israel ; the office of the Apostles 
in the Early Church at Jerusalem and in the churches founded 
by St. Paul ; the relations of Presbyters to the Apostles ; The 
Episcopate ; and the Organization and Organic Functions of the 
Church. Much has been written on the general subject of Chris- 
tian Origins. Dr. Hamilton's treatment of the material under 
investigation, however, is not only up-to-date and scholarly, but 
sympathetic, impartial, and positive. His conclusions are 
reached by patient, exact, and thoroughly critical methods. In 
many respects they will prove a surprise to those who have been 
accustomed to swallow without examination the superficial 
theories hastily promulgated by many of those who claim a 
monopoly of exact scholarship as to the beginning of the 
Christian Church and its Ministry. Dr. Hamilton's masterly 
work should have a wide circle of readers, and his arguments and 
conclusion should be weighed and pondered by all those who 
long for the reunion of Christendom. Henry R. Gummey. 

The Prayer Book Dictionary. Edited by George Harford, M.A., and 
Morley Stevenson, M.A., assisted by J. W. Tyrer, M.A. Preface by the 
Lord Bishop of Liverpool. Crown 4-to, half leather gilt, gilt top. pp. 
852. New York : Longmans, Green, & Company. $8.50 net. 

It is to be hoped that this handsome volume will receive a 
hearty welcome beyond the immediate circle of students to 
whom it makes its primary appeal. For no thoughtful person 
questions the far-spreading influence of the Book of Common 
Prayer, not only as the standard model of Divine worship wher- 
ever our mother tongue is spoken, but also as a potent example 
of terse and vigorous English, second only to the authorized 
version of the English Bible, in its moulding effect upon our 
common speech. Familiar, however, though the Prayer Book 
is to most persons, their knowledge of its history, its rationale 
and contents and of its environment of law and art and music, is 
usually very scanty and imperfect This is owing, in large 
measure, to the fact that up to the present time no book of re- 
ference covering all the ground mentioned had appeared, and 
thus an accurate, comprehensive, intelligent conception of the 
Prayer Book and its setting has remained the possession of a 



